
MISCELLANEOUS
GENERAL DEFINITION OF VESSEL

VESSEL DEFINITION. (1 U.S.C. 3 (2002)). The word _vessel" includes every description of
watercraft or other artificial contrivance used, or capable of being used, as a means of
transportation on water. 

MERCHANT MARINE DECORATIONS AND MEDALS ACT

SEC. 1. TITLE (46 App. U.S.C. 2001, Note (2002)). This Act may be cited as the "Merchant
Marine Decorations and Medals Act".

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF DECORATIONS, MEDALS, AND OTHER
RECOGNITION FOR MERCHANT MARINE SERVICE (46 App. U.S.C. 2001 (2002)).
The Secretary of Transportation may award decorations and medals of appropriate design
(including ribbons, ribbon bars, emblems, rosettes, miniature facsimiles, plaques, citations, or
other suitable devices or insignia) for individual acts or service in the United States merchant
marine.

SEC. 3. DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL, MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL,
DECORATIONS OR MEDALS FOR WAR OR NATIONAL EMERGENCY, OR
CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY, ETC. (46 App. U.S.C. 2002 (2002)). 

The Secretary of Transportation may award_

(1) a Merchant Marine Distinguished Service Medal to an individual for outstanding acts,
conduct, or valor beyond the line of duty;

(2) a Merchant Marine Meritorious Service Medal to an individual for meritorious acts, conduct,
or valor in the line of duty, but not of the outstanding character as would warrant the award of
the Merchant Marine Distinguished Service Medal;

(3) a decoration or medal to an individual for service in time of war or national emergency
proclaimed by the President or Congress, or during operations by the Armed Forces of the
United States outside the continental United States under conditions of

danger to life and property; and

(4) a decoration or medal to an individual for other acts or service of conspicuous gallantry,
intrepidity, and extraordinary heroism under conditions of danger to life and property that would
warrant a similar decoration or medal for a member of the Armed Forces of the United States.

SEC. 4. GALLANT SHIP AWARD AND CITATION (46 App. U.S.C. 2003 (2002)). The
Secretary of Transportation may issue a Gallant Ship Award and a citation to a United States
vessel or to a foreign-flag vessel participating in outstanding or gallant action in marine disasters
or other emergencies for the purpose of saving life or property at sea. The Secretary may award a
plaque to a vessel so cited, and a replica of the plaque may be preserved as a permanent
historical record. The Secretary may also award an appropriate citation ribbon bar to the master



and each individual serving on board the vessel at the time of the action for which the citation is
made. The Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of State before giving an award or citation
to a foreign-flag vessel or its crew under this section.

SEC. 5. INDIVIDUALS NOT TO RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE OF ANY TYPE OF
DECORATION; ACCEPTANCE BY PERSON REPRESENTATIVE; REPLACEMENTS
(46 App. U.S.C. 2004 (2002)). 

(a) The Secretary of Transportation may not award more than one of any type of decoration or
medal to an individual. For each succeeding act or service justifying the same decoration or
medal, a suitable device may be awarded to be worn with the decoration or medal.

(b) When an individual scheduled to receive a decoration or medal under this Act is unable to
accept it, the Secretary may make the award to an appropriate personal representative.

(c) The Secretary may provide at cost, or authorize for the manufacture and sale at reasonable
prices by private persons_

(1) the decorations and medals authorized under section 2 of this Act and replacements for those
decorations and medals; and

(2) replacements for decorations and medals issued under a prior law.

(d) Decorations and medals authorized under section 2 of this Act may be of similar design as
are authorized for members of the Armed Forces of the United States for similar acts or service.

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION FOR FLAG AND GRAVE MARKER FOR DECEASED
MERCHANT MARINE MEMBER. (46 App. U.S.C. 2005 (2002)). Except as authorized
under another law, the Secretary of Transportation may issue at no cost a flag of the United
States and a grave marker to the family or personal representative of a deceased individual, who
served in the United States merchant marine in support of the Armed Forces of the United States
or its allies in periods of war or national emergency.

SEC. 7. CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE OF CERTAIN OTHER
INDIVIDUALS (46 App. U.S.C. 2006 (2002)).

(a) The Maritime Administrator may issue a special certificate in recognition of service to an
individual, or the personal representative of an individual, whose service in the United States
merchant marine has been determined to be active duty under section 401 of Public Law 95-202
(38 U.S.C. 106, Note).

(b) Issuance of a certificate to any individual under subsection (a) of this section does not entitle
that individual to any rights, privileges, or benefits under any law of the United States.

SEC. 8. EXCLUSIVENESS OF RIGHT TO DECORATION OR MEDAL; CIVIL
PENALTY FOR VIOLATION (46 App. U.S.C. 2007 (2002)). Except as authorized by this
Act, a person may not manufacture, sell, possess, or display a decoration or medal provided for
in this Act. A person violating this section is liable to the United States Government for a civil
penalty of $2,000.



MERCHANT MARINER BURIAL AND CEMETERY BENEFITS
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CHAPTER 112_MERCHANT MARINER BENEFITS

46 U.S.C. 11201 (2002). Eligibility for veterans burial and cemetery benefits 

(a) Eligibility. 

(1) In general The qualified service of a person referred to in paragraph (2) shall be considered
to be active duty in the Armed Forces during a period of war for purposes of eligibility for
benefits under the following provisions of title 38: 

(A) Chapter 23 (relating to burial benefits). 

(B) Chapter 24 (relating to interment in national cemeteries). 

(2) Covered individuals._ Paragraph (1) applies to a person who_ 

(A) receives an honorable service certificate under section 11203 of this title; and 

(B) is not eligible under any other provision of law for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

(b) Reimbursement for Benefits Provided._The Secretary shall reimburse the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs for the value of benefits that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs provides for a
person by reason of eligibility under this section. 

(c) Applicability._ 

(1) General rule._ Benefits may be provided under the provisions of law referred to in subsection
(a)(1) by reason of this chapter only for deaths occurring after the date of the enactment of this
chapter. 

(2) Burials, etc. in national cemeteries." Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an initial
burial or columbarium placement after the date of the enactment of this chapter, benefits may be
provided under chapter 24 of title 38 by reason of this chapter (regardless of the date of death),
and in such a case benefits may be provided under section 2306 of such title. 

46 U.S.C. 11202 (2002). Qualified service 

For purposes of this chapter, a person shall be considered to have engaged in qualified service if,
between August 16, 1945, and December 31, 1946, the person_ 

(1) was a member of the United States merchant marine (including the Army Transport Service
and the Naval Transport Service) serving as a crewmember of a vessel that was_ 

(A) operated by the War Shipping Administration or the Office of Defense Transportation (or an
agent of the Administration or Office); 



(B) operated in waters other than inland waters, the Great Lakes, and other lakes, bays, and
harbors of the United States; 

(C) under contract or charter to, or property of, the Government of the United States; and 

(D) serving the Armed Forces; and 

(2) while so serving, was licensed or otherwise documented for service as a crewmember of such
a vessel by an officer or employee of the United States authorized to license or document the
person for such service. 

46 U.S.C. 11203 (2002). Documentation of qualified service 

(a) Record of Service._The Secretary, or in the case of personnel of the Army Transport Service
or the Naval Transport Service, the Secretary of Defense, shall, upon application_ 

(1) issue a certificate of honorable service to a person who, as determined by that Secretary,
engaged in qualified service of a nature and duration that warrants issuance of the certificate; and

(2) correct, or request the appropriate official of the Federal Government to correct, the service
records of that person to the extent necessary to reflect the qualified service and the issuance of
the certificate of honorable service. 

(b) Timing of Documentation._A Secretary receiving an application under subsection (a) shall
act on the application not later than 1 year after the date of that receipt. 

(c) Standards Relating to Service._In making a determination under subsection (a)(1), the
Secretary acting on the application shall apply the same standards relating to the nature and
duration of service that apply to the issuance of honorable discharges under section 401(a)(1)(B)
of the GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977 (38 U.S.C. 106 note). 

(d) Correction of Records._An official who is requested under subsection (a)(2) to correct the
service records of a person shall make such correction. 

46 U.S.C. 11204 (2002). Processing fees 

(a) Collection of Fees._The Secretary, or in the case of personnel of the Army Transport Service
or the Naval Transport Service, the Secretary of Defense, shall collect a fee of $30 from each
applicant for processing an application submitted under section 11203(a) of this title. 

(b) Treatment of Fees Collected._Amounts received by the Secretary under this section shall be
deposited in the General Fund of the Treasury as offsetting receipts of the department in which
the Coast Guard is operating and ascribed to Coast Guard activities. Amounts received by the
Secretary of Defense under this section shall be deposited in the General Fund of the Treasury as
offsetting receipts of the Department of Defense. In either case, such amounts shall be available,
subject to appropriation, for the administrative costs of processing applications under section
11203 of this title. 

* * * * * *



MSC DRUG TESTS 3

10 U.S.C. 7479 (2002). Civil service mariners of Military Sealift Command: release of drug test
results to Coast Guard.

(a) Release of Drug Test Results to Coast Guard._The Secretary of the Navy may release to
the Commandant of the Coast Guard the results of a drug test of any employee of the Department
of the Navy who is employed in any capacity on board a vessel of the Military Sealift Command.
Any such release shall be in accordance with the standards and procedures applicable to the
disclosure and reporting to the Coast Guard of drug tests results and drug test records of
individuals employed on vessels documented under the laws of the United States.

(b) Waiver._The results of a drug test of an employee may be released under subsection (a)
without the prior written consent of the employee that is otherwise required under section 503(e)
of the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1987 (5 U.S.C. 7301 note).

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM4

Sec. 1068. Designation of America’s National Maritime Museum. 

(a) In General._America’s National Maritime Museum is comprised of those museums
designated by law to be museums of America’s National Maritime Museum on the basis that
they_ 

(1) house a collection of maritime artifacts clearly representing the Nation’s maritime heritage;
and 

(2) provide outreach programs to educate the public about the Nation’s maritime heritage. 

(b) Initial Designation of Museums.

The following museums (meeting the criteria specified in subsection (a)) are hereby designated
as museums of America’s National Maritime Museum: 

(1) The Mariners’ Museum, located at 100 Museum Drive, Newport News, Virginia. 

(2) The South Street Seaport Museum, located at 207 Front Street, New York, New York. 

(c) Future Designation of Other Museums Not Precluded.

The designation of the museums referred to in subsection (b) as museums of America’s National
Maritime Museum does not preclude the designation by law after the date of the enactment of
this Act of any other museum that meets the criteria specified in subsection (a) as a museum of
America’s National Maritime Museum. 

(d) Reference to Museums. Any reference in any law, map, regulation, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to a museum designated by law to be a museum of America’s
National Maritime Museum shall be deemed to be a reference to that museum as a museum of
America’s National Maritime Museum. 



CUSTOMS DUTY ON VESSEL EQUIPMENT AND REPAIRS

19 U.S.C. 1466 (2002). EQUIPMENT AND REPAIR OF VESSELS.

(a) Vessels subject to duty; penalties. The equipments, or any part thereof, including boats,
purchased for, or the repair parts or materials to be used, or the expenses of repairs made in a
foreign country upon a vessel documented under the laws of the United States to engage in the
foreign or coasting trade, or a vessel intended to be employed in such trade, shall, on the first
arrival of such vessel in any port of the United States, be liable to entry and the payment of an ad
valorem duty of 50 per centum on the cost thereof in such foreign country. If the owner or master
willfully or knowingly neglects or fails to report, make entry, and pay duties as herein required,
or if he makes any false statement in respect of such purchases or repairs without reasonable
cause to believe the truth of such statements, or aids or procures the making of any false
statement as to any matter material thereto without reasonable cause to believe the truth of such
statement, such vessel, or a monetary amount up to the value thereof as determined by the
Secretary, to be recovered from the owner, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture[.] For the
purposes of this section, compensation paid to members of the regular crew of such vessel in
connection with the installation of any such equipments or any part thereof, or the making of
repairs, in a foreign country, shall not be included in the cost of such equipment or part thereof,
or of such repairs. 

(b) Notice. If the appropriate customs officer has reasonable cause to believe a violation has
occurred and determines that further proceedings are warranted, he shall issue to the person
concerned a written notice of his intention to issue a penalty claim. Such notice shall_

(1) describe the circumstances of the alleged violation;

(2) specify all laws and regulations allegedly violated;

(3) disclose all the material facts which establish the alleged violation;

(4) state the estimated loss of lawful duties, if any, and taking into account all of the
circumstances, the amount of the proposed penalty; and

(5) inform such person that he shall have a reasonable opportunity to make representations, both
oral and written, as to why such penalty claim should not be issued. 

(c) Violation. After considering representations, if any, made by the person concerned pursuant
to the notice issued under subsection (b), the appropriate customs officer shall determine whether
any violation of subsection (a), as alleged in the notice, has occurred. If such officer determines
that there was no violation, he shall promptly notify, in writing, the person to whom the notice
was sent. If such officer determines that there was a violation, he shall issue a written penalty
claim to such person. The written penalty claim shall specify all changes in the information
provided under paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (b).

(d) Remission for necessary repairs. If the owner or master of such vessel furnishes good and
sufficient evidence that--

(1) such vessel, while in the regular course of her voyage, was compelled, by stress of weather or



other casualty, to put into such foreign port and purchase such equipments, or make such repairs,
to secure the safety and seaworthiness of the vessel to enable her to reach her port of destination;

(2) such equipments or parts thereof or repair parts or materials, were manufactured or produced
in the United States, and the labor necessary to install such equipments or to make such repairs
was performed by residents of the United States, or by members of the regular crew of such
vessel; or

(3) such equipments, or parts thereof, or materials, or labor, were used as dunnage for cargo, or
for the packing or shoring thereof, or in the erection of temporary bulkheads or other similar
devices for the control of bulk cargo, or in the preparation (without permanent repair or
alteration) of tanks for the carriage of liquid cargo; then the Secretary of the Treasury is
authorized to remit or refund such duties, and such vessel shall not be liable to forfeiture, and no
license or enrollment and license, or renewal of either, shall hereafter be issued to any such
vessel until the collector to whom application is made for the same shall be satisfied, from the
oath of the owner or master, that all such equipments or parts thereof or materials and repairs
made within the year immediately preceding such application have been duly accounted for
under the provisions of this section, and the duties accruing thereon duly paid; and if such owner
or master shall refuse to take such oath, or take it falsely, the vessel shall be seized and forfeited. 

(e) Vessels used primarily for purposes other than transporting passengers or property.

(1) In the case of any vessel referred to in subsection (a) that arrives in a port of the United States
two years or more after its last departure from a port in the United States, the duties imposed by
this section shall apply only with respect to--

(A) fish nets and netting, and

(B) other equipments and parts thereof, repair parts and materials purchased, or repairs made,
during the first six months after the last departure of such vessel from a port of the United States.

(2) If such vessel is designed and used primarily for transporting passengers or property,
paragraph (1) shall not apply if the vessel departed from the United States for the sole purpose of
obtaining such equipments, parts, materials, or repairs. 

(f) Civil aircraft exception. The duty imposed under subsection (a) shall not apply to the cost of
equipments, or any part thereof, purchased, of repair parts or materials used, or of repairs made
in a foreign country with respect to a United States civil aircraft, within the meaning of general
note 3(c)(iv) of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States. 

(g) Fish net and netting purchases and repairs. The duty imposed by subsection (a) shall not
apply to entries on and after October 1, 1979, and before January 1, 1982, of--

(1) tuna purse seine nets and netting which are equipments or parts thereof, 

(2) repair parts for such nets and netting, or materials used in repairing such nets and netting, or

(3) the expenses of repairs of such nets and netting, 

for any United States documented tuna purse seine vessel of greater than 500 tons carrying



capacity or any United States tuna purse seine vessel required to carry a certificate of inclusion
under the general permit issued to the American Tunaboat Association pursuant to section 104 of
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972. 

(h) Foreign repair of vessels. The duty imposed by subsection (a) of this section shall not apply
to--

(1) the cost of any equipment, or any part of equipment, purchased for, or the repair parts or
materials to be used, or the expense of repairs made in a foreign country with respect to, LASH
(Lighter Aboard Ship) barges documented under the laws of the United States and utilized as
cargo containers,

(2) the cost of spare repair parts or materials (other than nets or nettings) which the owner or
master of the vessel certifies are intended for use aboard a cargo vessel, documented under the
laws of the United States and engaged in the foreign or coasting trade, for installation or use on
such vessel, as needed, in the United States, at sea, or in a foreign country, but only if duty is
paid under appropriate commodity classifications of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States upon first entry into the United States of each such spare part purchased in, or
imported from, a foreign country, or

(3) the cost of spare parts necessarily installed before the first entry into the United States, but
only if duty is paid under appropriate commodity classifications of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States upon first entry into the United States of each such spare part
purchased in, or imported from, a foreign country.


